APPENDIX III

DAYWAGONBAN1

BY U KYIN U
SCENE 1

THE  THRONE-ROOM AT  ZAYYABOMI

Enter KING and ministers. They discuss affairs of state. The
KING sends for the court astrologers. They enter.

KING. My famous astrologers, Brahmins of the purest rank, men
who divide and cut through the three Vedas! Please consider the
horoscopes of my two sons, seedlings of the throne and the white
umbrella. Work out the figures of your science, and tell me of their
future.                                      [A pause while the astrologers deliberate.]

CHIEF ASTROLOGER. Glorious king that governs this country of
gold, I can foresee that your elder prince, who is heir to the throne
bathed in glory as the sun, is in danger of being taken away by the
ogres to their kingdom during this week. I beg that you will use
extra care to guard the palace against any entry by ogres during this
week, my noble lord.

KING. My ministers, my masters of white magic and black foretell
the stealing by ogres of my heart, my first-born, my heir to this
throne. I wish to prevent this. Guardians of my kingdom, what do
you advise ?

CHIEF MINISTER. Let me submit this, lord. We will make the
palace and the city strong and safe by putting officers, soldiers, and
guards at various points of vantage. The whole city will be divided
into numerous units, each unit to be guarded by a special body of
armed men night and day. Furthermore, the whole city and its
approaches will be guarded by cordons of soldiers. We assume full
responsibility to guard the city and our prince.

KING. My noble lords! Yes, guard the city well until seven days
have elapsed. Ignore not the warning of the learned masters of

1 This play has been considered on pp. 61-5.